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A thrilling contribution to the new wave of cli-fi hitting the shelves, Cold Blood, Hot Sea pits climate 
change scientists against big energy conspirators. When a colleague is killed aboard research vessel 
Intrepid, oceanographer Mara Tusconi believes it’s no accident. Though pulled by the demands of her 
work and distracted by Ted McKnight, new hire at Maine Oceanographic, Mara delves into the circum-
stances surrounding the death. 

Mara quickly becomes entangled in a scheme cooked up by powerful energy executives with much to 
lose if scientists like Mara and Ted continue their climate change research. The murky trail takes her 
from a lobster-lined research lab to a kayak bobbing in the Atlantic’s icy waters. Mara’s career—and 
life—is on the line, threatened by intrigue as big and dark as the ocean. Cold Blood, Hot Sea proceeds 
full speed ahead through the often cutthroat world of scientific research. This remarkable debut novel 
brims with ocean wonders, kayaking adventure, and plenty of twists, turns, and deep sea treachery. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

“Sleuths will have to figure out who done it, but the real crime is the backdrop here: the endless 
heating of a fragile planet.”

—BILL MCKIBBEN, author of Eaarth

Distributed to the trade by Consortium Book Sales and Distribution: 1-800-283-3572

http://torreyhouse.com/
http://charlenedavanzo.com/


Early Praise for Cold Blood, Hot Sea
“Charlene D’Avanzo is a marine ecologist who has written a first crime novel that makes her scientific 
specialty exciting… The central character, Mara Tusconi, is a Maine oceanographer who thinks there’s 
something fishy (pardon the pun) about the death of a colleague on board a research ship.”
—THE TORONTO STAR 

“Cold Blood, Hot Sea showcases the effects of climate change on a particular industry, presenting a 
range of opinions and attitudes [and conveys] a global problem on a personal level. Cold Blood, Hot Sea 
will make for great beach reading, but it also has meat on its bones, with rich characterizations and an 
intriguing mystery at its core.” 
—FOREWORD REVIEWS 

“An oceanographer fears she was the target of an accident at sea that kills one of her colleagues. Are 
climate change doubters at work?…[Cold Blood, Hot Sea combines] niche material about Maine life and 
oceanography.” 
—KIRKUS REVIEWS

“Artfully mixing scientific detail with her characters’ personal struggles, Charlene D’Avanzo creates a tense 
story that makes it clear: when profits are favored over health of the planet, we are all at risk.”
—JOEANN HART, author of Float

“Cold Blood, Hot Sea is a cli–fi mystery that both entertains and bores deep into the heart of the issues. 
The author knows her science, too.” 
—DAN BLOOM, editor, The Cli–Fi Report

Charlene D’Avanzo
Marine ecologist and award–winning environmental educa-
tor Charlene D’Avanzo studied the New England coast for 
forty years. Today she uses mysteries to immerse readers in 
Maine waters’ stunning beauty and grave threats. She holds 
a Ph.D from the Boston University Marine Program, Marine 
Biological Laboratory, and is the recipient of the 2015 Mys-
tery Writers of America McCloy Award. An avid sea kayaker, 
D'Avanzo lives in Yarmouth, Maine. 

CharleneDAvanzo.com

“Schools add cli-fi to lit curriculums”: the Associated Press features Charlene D’Avanzo: 
http://apne.ws/21WepMy

Read a Q&A with Charlene from Paddling Life: bit.ly/1VIrB7F

An interview with Charlene on Eco-fiction.com: bit.ly/1OfSJ65
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Torrey House Press is an independent nonprofit publisher promoting environmental 
conservation through literature. We believe that culture is changed through conver-
sation and that lively, contemporary literature is the cutting edge of social change. 
We strive to identify exceptional writers, nurture their work, and engage the widest 
possible audience; to publish diverse voices with transformative stories that illumi-
nate important facets of our ever-changing planet; to develop literary resources for 
the conservation movement, educating and entertaining readers, inspiring action.
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A Few Questions for Charlene
How does landscape shape your characters or stories? 
All my characters are deeply connected to the natural world and marine environments in particular. 
The ecologists devote their lives to understanding the complexities of marine ecosystems and impacts 
of climate change and other environmental issues on marine systems. The men and women who 
make their living from fish and lobsters are intimately connected to these organisms and the ocean in 
a very different way. This difference is a tension in the books. 

How has landscape shaped you? 
As an ecologist, the landscape/marinescape shapes my mood and spirit. For example, my husband 
lives in Kansas and directs a beautiful, large prairie preserve. It’s very pretty there (e.g., rolling hills) 
and you can see a long distance since there are so few trees. But as a New Englander I always feel 
out my element there which is why we own a cottage on the Maine coast. Our trips always include 
hiking, fishing, etc. in a beautiful place. Last winter I went to Yellowstone to cross-country ski. The 
outfitter had the only overnight presence (we lived in “yurtlets”) in the park which was pretty special.

Who are your literary role models?
Favorite mystery writers who have influenced my writing include Tony Hillerman and Louise Penny, for 
character development and connection to landscape. Other writers I especially admire are Jacqueline 
Winspear, PD James, and Nevada Barr because their writing is precise and so engaging.

What do you hope readers will receive or learn from reading your book?  
Most people really have no idea what scientists actually do – what the process of science is, how 
challenging research is, scientists’ personal investment, about grant writing, etc. Doing research is 
messy with uncertain outcomes. For oceanographers, the work can be dangerous. So I hope readers 
will come to understand these aspects of scientific research to some degree. Helping people appreci-
ate what female scientists face, especially oceanographers in some settings, is another goal. Perhaps 
readers will be surprised to learn that female scientists can be feminine and wear expensive clothes 
in addition to looking pretty scruffy. I hope readers will better appreciate the mystery and beauty of 
the ocean as well. 

Finally, I want readers to understand the shameful situation of people working so hard to figure out 
causes and impacts of climate change as they face harassment from doubters and powerful moneyed 
people. What I’ve included in the book – for example, scientists’ children being threatened – actually 
does happen.
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