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Alibi Creek

Following a two-year prison stint, Walker Walker returns to his family’s 
New Mexico ranch, where Lee Ann, his pious older sister, is dreading 
his arrival and the chaos he’s sure to create. Lee Ann is busy caring 
for their ailing mother, raising two sons, and grappling with unethical 
workplace demands at the county commissioner’s office when Walker 
shows up with a cooler of beer and a bouquet of flowers and imme-
diately takes to his old ways, instigating a property scam with his ex-
wife, Danielle, and his former cellmate. 

Wanting nothing more than a life of peace and predictability, Lee Ann 
attempts to distance herself from her younger brother’s antics but 
quickly realizes her marriage is at stake—and that Walker has crossed 
a line he’s never breached before. As Walker’s reckless life careens into 
Lee Ann’s careful one, a drastic transformation of beliefs, identities, 
and relationships ensues. Alibi Creek explores the weight of sibling 
bonds, the healing power of place, and one woman’s rebirth in the wild 
and fragile landscape surrounding the small-town Southwest. 

a novel by Bev Magennis

Introduction

“Something of a southwestern gothic, drawing inspiration from the spare depictions of the West in 
the novels of Annie Proulx and its familial drama from the likes of Faulkner, O’Connor, and their ilk…
excels in its open-eyed portrayals of a land largely left untamed.”
—KIRKUS REVIEWS

“Bev Magennis captures the grit and sinew of men and women raised in the hardscrabble West. The 
land produces both good and evil, and Magennis’s characters as well as her story are as authentic as 
the sagebrush of the western landscape.”  
—SANDRA DALLAS, New York Times bestselling author of The Last Midwife



Conversation Starters

• The Larry Brown quote above appears at the beginning of the novel. Why do you think the author 
chose to include it?

• Were there moments in the novel that made you laugh or cry? Describe a favorite scene or line 
that touched you.

• Which character could you most relate to? Describe a scene in which this character became real 
to you.

• How does the landscape set the stage for the story and become an integral part of the tale?

• Walker is often sly, inconsiderate, and even amoral. Does he have any admirable characteristics?

• The author was a visual artist for 35 years before writing Alibi Creek. Does the switch from visual 
art to writing manifest itself in her novel? In what ways?

• Did you find yourself frustrated with any of the characters? Why?

• As county manager, Lee Ann is faced with corruption at her workplace. How do her spiritual be-
liefs affect the ways in which she does or does not confront the county commissioners? 

• At what point in the story does Lee Ann begin to tap into her own strength?

• How did the author reveal the nature of Lee Ann and Eugene’s marriage? How would you describe 
their relationship? 

• Are there particular places you are drawn to in the same way Lee Ann is drawn to the wilderness 
surrounding her family ranch? What is it about these places that appeals to you?

• Walker has clear-cut rules regarding how he treats men and how he treats women. “Modus ope-
randi: never allow a lady to open a door or struggle with a bag of groceries. Never let a man fin-
ish a sentence without topping his story” (pg. 9). How do these rules shape his relationships with 
women (Lee Ann, Danielle, Mother, Jo) and men (Eugene, Keith, Dee, Scott)? 

Alibi Creek

“You take what you’re given, whether it’s the cornfields of the Midwest or the coal 
mines of West Virginia, and you make your fiction out of it. It’s all you have. And 
somehow, wherever you are, it always seems to be enough.”



Bev Magennis was born in Toronto, Canada, and immigrated to the United 
States in 1964. She received her MA in Art from the Claremont Graduate 
School, Claremont, California. After a thirty-five-year career as an artist, 
she started writing, inspired by the land and people in the New Mexico 
wilderness where she lived for seventeen years. Magennis is an alumna 
of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop Summer Graduate Class and recipient of a 
Pen USA Emerging Voices Fellowship and a Norman Mailer Writers Colony 
Fiction Fellowship. She lives in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

About Bev Magennis

BevMagennis.com

Bev is available to discuss Alibi Creek with reading groups in person or via Skype. 
For more information, email anne@torreyhouse.com.

Torrey House Press is an independent nonprofit publisher promoting environmen-
tal conservation through literature. We believe that culture is changed through 
conversation and that lively, contemporary literature is the cutting edge of social 
change. We strive to identify exceptional writers, nurture their work, and engage 
the widest possible audience; to publish diverse voices with transformative stories 
that illuminate important facets of our ever-changing planet; to develop literary 
resources for the conservation movement, educating and entertaining readers, 
inspiring action.
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“A saga set in the wilds of New Mexico…Lee Ann is a heroine readers will root for.”
—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“Magennis is a yarn spinner with a passion for the southwestern wilderness, the people who inhabit 
unlimited space, and drama created in a setting that allows for complete freedom. A book that will 
take you to a wild place, seldom visited and captivatingly portrayed.”
—JEFFERY RENARD ALLEN, author of Song of the Shank and Rails Under My Back

“…a novel about boundaries and belonging and facing up to when the old excuses no longer wash.”
—CHARLIE QUIMBY, author of Monument Road

“This stunning debut transforms and arrests the reader, the story stays with you long after you turn 
the last page.”
—LIBBY FLORES, PEN Center USA
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http://bevmagennis.com/
http://torreyhouse.com/
http://torreyhouse.com/

