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“Dazzling...an Edward Abbey-esque book , full of snappy vignettes and chiseled writing.”
— San Francisco Chronicle

Originally published a dozen years ago, Hawks Rest: A Season in the Remote Heart of Yellowstone brings 
the wonder, politics, and wildness of one of our nation’s most revered and popular national parks to read-
ers everywhere. With an introduction by renowned author Gary Ferguson, this new edition offers fresh 
insight into the reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone, comparing the actualities of today to the specu-
lations of people Ferguson talked to years ago at Hawks Rest. Ferguson details the effects of a changing 
climate on Yellowstone and stresses the importance of  the park’s vast swaths of wilderness for not only 
climate change research but also for the well being and healing of the human spirit. 

Ferguson details his adventures as a “cabin tender” for the Forest Service, hiking 140 miles to the most 
remote corner of the lower forty-eight states. Over the course of three months, Ferguson interacts with 
wilderness outfitters doing all it takes to keep their businesses running, troubled teenagers discovering 
both independence and community in nature, and solitary souls happy to find the welcoming light of his 
cabin after long treks in the backcountry. Hawks Rest reacquaints readers with the anecdotes and insights 
of an author whose words are timeless, reading like a conversation with a good friend and ringing with 
humor, warmth, and love for the natural world.  



Praise for Hawks Rest

Praise for The Carry Home
“The new book by celebrated nature writer Gary Ferguson is a big-hearted, soul-searching memoir about 
grief and ritual and identity...” —LOS ANGELES TIMES

“A memoir that doubles as an intensely personal, sweet, and melancholy love song to his lost beloved and 
to the wild places of America.” —PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

“Among the many pleasures of re-reading Gary Ferguson’s Hawks Rest is finding the prose even more 
accomplished than remembered, the wit more agile, the observations more revelatory, its stance in the 
world proved once again so precisely wise. Hawks Rest is a book I will return to again and again.”
—MARK SPRAGG, author of Where Rivers Change Direction and An Unfinished Life 

“Gary Ferguson is one of the preeminent historians of the American West, and of the place and value 
of wilderness within that history. Hawk’s Rest is an intense journal of the politics and ecology of one of 
America’s wildest cores, in Yellowstone National Park. In many ways, this book is an important portrait of 
one of the foundations of our country’s democracy, and of the struggles to hold on to that idea.”
—RICK BASS, author of All the Land to Hold Us 

“Hawks Rest is a long step toward a user’s guide to wilderness, and a reverential and beautifully said 
hymn to the wild.” 
—TIM CAHILL, author of Hold the Enlightenment and Jaguars Ripped My Flesh

“A lyrical and often tough-minded evocation of a summer spent in the Yellowstone backcountry, a place that 
is, unexpectedly, full of larger-than-life characters, some of whom are admirable and some of whom are not.” 
—WILLIAM KITTREDGE, author of Hole in the Sky and The Nature of Generosity

“A sharp and ironic sense of what it’s like to live in the American outback, twenty-first-century style.” 
—NATURAL HISTORY MAGAZINE

“Mournful and defiant as a wolf howl ... an eloquent tribute to a threatened place and its lone protectors.” 
—LOS ANGELES TIMES

“A well-written work...if you love Yellowstone, a great treat.” 
—DESERET NEWS

“Ferguson evoke(s) feelings of solitude, timelessness and aching beauty in the smallest details...”
—THE OREGONIAN

Think Out Loud on Oregon Public Broadcasting
Pathways on KBOO 
The Los Angeles Review of Books 
Colorado Public Radio

Conversations with Gary Ferguson

http://www.opb.org/radio/programs/thinkoutloud/segment/gary-ferguson-talks-about-the-carry-home/
http://kboo.fm/content/thecarryhomelessonsfromtheamericanwilderness
http://lareviewofbooks.org/interview/wilderness-guide-grief
http://www.cpr.org/news/story/carry-home-authors-journey-spread-his-wife-s-ashes-rockies


Torrey House is an independent book publisher of fiction and 
nonfiction about the environment, people, cultures, and re-
source management issues relating to America’s wild places. 
Torrey House Press endeavors to increase appreciation for the 
importance of natural landscape through the power of pen and 
story. Through the 2% to the West program, Torrey House Press 
donates two percent of sales to not-for-profit environmental or-
ganizations and funds a scholarship for up-and-coming writers 
at colleges throughout the West.

About Torrey House Press

www.torreyhouse.com

Gary Ferguson is the author of twenty-two books including 
Through the Woods and, most recently, The Carry Home (Counterpoint 
Press). He has worked for dozens of national publications—including 
Vanity Fair, the Los Angeles Times, and Outside Magazine. He has appeared 
on more than 200 television and radio programs nationwide and given 
keynote addresses for the Audubon Society, Sierra Club, The Wilderness 
Society, Save the Redwoods League, and the Land Trust Alliance. 

Ferguson was the 2002 Seigle Scholar at Washington University, St. 
Louis, the 2007 William Kittredge Distinguished Writer at the Univer-
sity of Montana, and a visiting writer in the graduate writing program at 
the University of Idaho. He currently serves on the faculty of the Rainier 
Writing Workshop Masters of Fine Arts program, at Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity. Gary lives with his wife, Mary, in Montana's Beartooth Mountains, 
and in Portland, Oregon. 

For more about Gary, visit wildwords.net.
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