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“By the end, you may find you’ve been seduced from the buzz and clutter of your life and won over to the 
‘certain old brand of quiet’ he set out to find.”

—New York Times Book Review

Twenty years ago, renowned author Gary Ferguson set out on a seven thousand mile odyssey across the 
United States in an old Chevy van. He spoke with men and women in New England and the Applachians 
and the upper Midwest, all of varying backgrounds, beliefs, and occupations—and all with lives firmly 
linked to the forest. Readers were struck by his awe and delight toward the wilderness, his interactions 
with lives both human and animal, his humor and his keen insight.

In this new edition of Through the Woods, Ferguson reflects on the young man driving that Chevy and 
exploring those woods, on the people he befriended, the wildlife he encountered, and the trees—oak and 
beech and white pine, sassafras and ash, hickory, butternut and birch—that are vital to each of our lives. 

Through the combined wisdom and insight obtained through years’ experience and the exuberance and 
discovery of a self twenty years younger, Ferguson brings us a work full of conversational yet crafted 
prose, reverence for the gifts of the natural world, and a message of urgency to protect and preserve that 
world—a message ringing also with hope. 



Praise for Through the Woods
“Whether he’s laying down to watch a sundew plant entrap an insect or paddling out into the middle of 
a lake to exchange yodeling calls with a pair of loons, Ferguson exudes a delighted, boyish enthusiasm. 
By the end, you may find you’ve been seduced from the buzz and clutter of your life and won over to the 
‘certain old brand of quiet’ he set out to find.” —NeW YoRk Times Book RevieW

“Prose as inviting and uplifting as a walk in the woods. With a sense of discovery, humor, and a deep rev-
erence for his subject, Ferguson reclaims the natural world for himself, and for the reader as well.”
—PuBlisheRs WeeklY

“These woodland interludes are quick and bright, dazzling amid the bosky gloom. Writing so powerful 
that it’s hard not to share the author’s delight to be back in the woods.” —kiRkus (starred review) 

“Ferguson writes of woods and forest with fervor and reverence. This fierce devotion first learned in 
childhood colors the book’s beautifully written prose, resulting in a lyrical ode to the individuals Ferguson 
encounters as he travels along the back roads of New England and the Midwest.” —BooklisT

Gary ferguson is the author of twenty-two books including Hawks 
Rest and, most recently, The Carry Home (Counterpoint Press). He has 
worked for dozens of national publications—including Vanity Fair, the Los 
Angeles Times, and Outside Magazine. He has appeared on more than 200 
television and radio programs nationwide and given keynote addresses for 
the Audubon Society, Sierra Club, The Wilderness Society, Save the Red-
woods League, and the Land Trust Alliance. 

Ferguson was the 2002 Seigle Scholar at Washington University, St. 
Louis, the 2007 William Kittredge Distinguished Writer at the Univer-
sity of Montana, and a visiting writer in the graduate writing program at 
the University of Idaho. He currently serves on the faculty of the Rainier 
Writing Workshop Masters of Fine Arts program, at Pacific Lutheran Uni-
versity. Gary lives with his wife, Mary, in Montana's Beartooth Mountains, 
and in Portland, Oregon. For more about Gary, visit wildwords.net.

Praise for The Carry home
“The new book by celebrated nature writer Gary Ferguson is a big-hearted, soul-searching memoir about 
grief and ritual and identity...” —los ANgeles Times

“A memoir that doubles as an intensely personal, sweet, and melancholy love song to his lost beloved and 
to the wild places of America.” —PuBlisheRs WeeklY

Think out loud on Oregon Public Broadcasting
Pathways on KBOO 

The los Angeles review of Books 

Conversations with Gary ferguson

http://wildwords.net/
http://www.opb.org/radio/programs/thinkoutloud/segment/gary-ferguson-talks-about-the-carry-home/
http://kboo.fm/content/thecarryhomelessonsfromtheamericanwilderness
http://lareviewofbooks.org/interview/wilderness-guide-grief


Torrey House is an independent book publisher of fiction and 
nonfiction about the environment, people, cultures, and re-
source management issues relating to America’s wild places. 
Torrey House Press endeavors to increase appreciation for the 
importance of natural landscape through the power of pen and 
story. Through the 2% to the West program, Torrey House Press 
donates two percent of sales to not-for-profit environmental or-
ganizations and funds a scholarship for up-and-coming writers 
at colleges throughout the West.
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