
Leonard Self has spent the last year paying down debts, unwinding from his marginal ranch and fending off 
the darkening, a dangerous depression which wrought tragedy on his family in the past. Just one obligation 
left: taking his wife Inetta’s ashes to her favorite overlook, where he plans to step off the cliff with her.  

On this final drive,  his path intersects with the stories of those who once found solace, inspiration or escape 
on Monument Road—as well as very alive individuals who just aren’t through with him.  A puzzle-piecing 
neighbor. A former foster kid accused of child molestation. A high school girl in search of her inner Joan of 
Arc.  A journalist who can still hit the notes of his former acapella group when the occasion calls. And Inetta 
herself, who, even from inside a jar by the passenger seat, seems to have a better grasp on the situation 
than Leonard. Their stories come together in Leonard’s journey through the beautiful high desert of Western 
Colorado.

As night descends and complications mount, Leonard must decide whether his life is over after all.  With 
humor, grace, and understated insight, this exceptional debut novel connects the precarious waypoints 
between loss and redemption.
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Praise for Monument Road
“Quimby’s storytelling, his humane impulses and his lyrical passages on the meaning of love and time, and 
on the history, geology and botany of the region, will surely impress readers.”
— MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE

“Not to be overlooked is the love, humor and friendship among pain and loss, which makes it a book far 
more about the richness of life than the finality of death.”
— GRAND JUNCTION DAILY SENTINEL

“Monument Road is a wonderful novel full of wit and wisdom, generosity and malice.”
— GRAND JUNCTION FREE PRESS

“While not exactly a happy novel, Monument Road is beautiful and real, full of landscape imagery of the 
American Southwest as a poignant and sometimes haunting metaphor of our connections to the land.”
— 15 BYTES

“Quimby’s writing is sensitive and graceful; he has a talent for revealing slowly blossoming characters who 
are beautifully flawed and realistic.” 
— THE DESERET NEWS

“Full of pathos and humor and sadness, you won’t reach the end of this book without feeling fuller and wiser. 
What a gift Charlie has given us.” 
— PETER GEYE, author of The Lighthouse Road

“This is a novel with size and scope and generosity, with an acute understanding of human nature and a 
deep appreciation for the ways people face change and work out their lives in relation to each other.” 
— KENT MEYERS, author of Twisted Tree and The Work of Wolves

“The landscape and characters ring true. Charlie Quimby has created a story that is hard to forget.” 
— DAN O’BRIEN, author of Stolen Horses 

“Monument Road is a legitimate modern western...A pleasure to read.” 
— BONNIE NADZAM, author of Lamb

“...a rewarding climb into the hearts and souls of real people searching for peace and understanding in an 
unforgiving landscape.  Fans of Kent Haruf, Ron Carlson, or Wallace Stegner will find a lot to like.” 
— MARK STEVENS, author of Buried by the Roan

“Part modern western, part mystery, this first novel will appeal to fans of Louise Erdrich and Kent Haruf. 
Quimby’s prose reads so true, it breaks the heart.” 
— BOOKLIST, starred review

“Monument Road is so rich with landscape, character and event that such a small telling cannot begin to do 
it justice. Read this exquisite story; it is a joy and a wonder and a tour de force of authorship.” 
— SHELF AWARENESS

“The Colorado setting and the author’s simple style of prose perfectly complement the complexity of the 
human spirit in this superb debut.”
— PUBLISHERS WEEKLY



About Charlie Quimby
Charlie Quimby’s writing life has always crossed divides. A playwright 
turned critic. A protest songwriter who worked for a defense contractor. 
A blogger about taxpaying and homelessness. He wrote award-winning 
words for others in Harvard Business Review, Financial World magazine and 
the NFL Hall of Fame. Naturally, he splits his time between Minneapolis 
and his native western Colorado.

For more about Charlie, visit his website: CharlieQuimby.com.

For introductions to the characters of Monument Road, visit Charlie’s You-
Tube channel: ow.ly/lOGXd

A few questions for Charlie
Why the title Monument Road?  
Monument Road is the name of the road that runs near my house and takes people from town to the 
entrance to the Colorado National Monument. The protagonist, Leonard Self, must drive this road to get 
from his remote ranch to almost every other place on earth. Colloquially, people “drive the Monument,” and 
the name Monument Road speaks to a journey that has monumental consequences. 

Have you ever had a crush on a fictional character? 
Comic strip reporter Brenda Starr was pretty hot, but that was mostly a visual attraction and I was only ten. 
Six or seven years later, I had a crush on a real girl who scared me to death on a cliff and I made her into a 
fictional character. Does that count?

That counts. Who are your literary role models?
Wright Morris, Ivan Doig, Mark Spragg, Dalton Trumbo, David Rhodes.

What books are you reading now, or planning on reading next?
Colm Toibin’s The Testament of Mary, BK Loren’s Theft, Jana Richman’s The Ordinary Truth.

What current events or social issues does your book touch upon?
Look at the state per-capita rankings for suicides. The Mountain West (including Alaska and South Dakota) 
constitutes the national top ten. Some critics blame the ready access to and acceptance of firearms, but I 
think the problem goes deeper—to a culture of self-reliance and stoic endurance; to a political culture that 
devalues spending on social services; to physical isolation in a harsh, indifferent landscape and skyscape that 
almost forces individuals to contemplate their vulnerability and relative insignificance. That the place is also 
beautiful and majestic can raise spirits or deepen despair.

The story depicts the strong threads of self-sufficiency and dependence on government that characterize 
western communities. In these lands at the harsh fringes, communities could not exist without both these 
contradictory forces in play.

If your favorite author came to Minnesota, who would it be and what bar would you take him/her to?
Some of my favorite authors are too dead or too old and dried out. I’d love to lead David Byrne on a bike tour 
of local brew pubs and tap rooms.

http://greatdivide.typepad.com/charlie_quimby/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVPIc8J6e3UHlTPutTckFKw


Events & Readings
Tuesday, March 11 @ 6 PM
The Book Haven
Salida, CO

Thursday, May 1 @ 7:30 PM
BookBar
Denver, CO

Saturday, May 10 @ 2 PM
Homewood Studios
Minneapolis, MN

Wednesday, June 11 @ 6:30 PM
Wentworth Library
West St. Paul, MN 

2013 Events & Readings

November 12, 5:30 PM reception, 6:20 PM reading
Grand Valley Books
Grand Junction, CO

What was your first favorite book?
I, imitating the pious youth my parents clearly wanted, asked for a Bible for Christmas when I was eight, 
and then started reading it only to realize the Good Book isn’t that great a read cover to cover. After that, I 
remember the We Were There books, a series of (mostly American) historical novels written for children, with 
titles like We Were There on the Oregon Trail and We Were There with the Pony Express. It made me feel like kids 
could be part of great events and not just solve mysteries about secret castles.

Let’s say Fahrenheit 451 comes to life, which book would you become in order to save it from annihilation?
I have to reject the idea that we should be concerned with saving specific books, however worthy they may 
be. What we must reject is censorship and the notion that any art, any knowledge should be restricted or 
destroyed for some nefarious social purpose. I’ve sold used books and collectibles, and I can tell you many 
books that were good in their time deserve to die. They survive as objects or fetishes but they cease speak-
ing to the present. We won’t be impoverished morally or otherwise in the future if no one reads Paradise Lost 
or As I Lay Dying. But if no artists are creating and no one is grappling with the great issues of the time—that 
will be a tragedy.

What is one book you haven’t read but want to read before you die?
I am haunted by this question and surrounded by the answer, which is constantly changing as I evolve and 
fall in and out of love. I buy more books than I can possibly finish, and yet each one is the “one” when I plunk 
down the money. If these were women instead of books we’re talking about, I’d be in some kind of deep 
counseling by now. As it is, your question is merely disturbing. Of course, I expect to keep reading after I die.

http://www.thebookhavenonline.com/index.html
http://bookbardenver.com/
http://www.homewoodstudios.com/calendar.html
http://www.co.dakota.mn.us/libraries/HoursLocations/Wentworth/Pages/default.aspx
https://plus.google.com/105956475951153270492/about?gl=us&hl=en


Torrey House is an independent book publisher of fiction and 
nonfiction about the environment, people, cultures, and re-
source management issues relating to America’s wild places. 
Torrey House Press endeavors to increase appreciation for the 
importance of natural landscape through the power of pen and 
story. Through the 2% to the West program, Torrey House Press 
donates two percent of sales to not-for-profit environmental or-
ganizations and funds a scholarship for up-and-coming writers 
at colleges throughout the West.

About Torrey House Press

www.torreyhouse.com

November 13, 2-4 PM
Barnes & Noble
Grand Junction, CO

November 14 @ 7 PM
Common Good Books
St. Paul, MN

November 17 @ 2 PM
The Bookcase
Wyazata, MN

November 20 @ 7:30 PM
Monkey See, Monkey Read
Northfield, MN

November 21 @ 7 PM with P.S. Duffy
Magers & Quinn 
Minneapolis, MN

November 22 with Peter Geye and Scott Carpenter
Micawber’s 
St. Paul, MN

November 30 @ 2 PM with book artist Wendy Fernstrum
Valley Bookseller 
Stillwater, MN

December 4 @ 7 PM
SubText
St. Paul, MN

Thursday, December 5
6 PM reception, 7 PM reading
Moon Palace Books
Minneapolis, MN

http://torreyhouse.com/
http://store-locator.barnesandnoble.com/store/2852
http://www.commongoodbooks.com/event/charlie-quimby-reads-his-novel-monument-road
http://www.bookcaseofwayzata.com/
http://www.monkeyread.com/
http://www.magersandquinn.com/index.php?main_page=index
http://www.micawbers.com/
http://www.valleybookseller.com/
http://https://www.facebook.com/SubTextaBookstore
http://www.moonpalacebooks.com/event/charles-quimby-monument-road

