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Announcing the May publication of 

The Legend’s Daughter 

Stories by David Kranes 
 

These fast-paced stories set in contemporary Idaho explore intricate dynamics between fathers 

and sons, unlikely friends, people and place. 

“The Legend’s Daughter is a story collection of real people struggling 
with identity, with love, with time, rooted in the rugged and indifferent 
beauty of Idaho where each character finds his or her mirror in water, 
in stone, in place. David Kranes shows how our tenacious love of life 
can transform any situation, large or small, into alchemy. We are all 
living inside these raw and well-drawn pages.”  
—Terry Tempest Williams, author of When Women Were Birds 

The stories in The Legend’s Daughter inhabit present-day Idaho where 
fires, streams, and landscapes ask—even demand—that individuals 
reconsider and reorient their lives. An award-winning playwright, 
David Kranes infuses this collection with swift dialogue and 

complicated characters, including a kayaking actor, a rebellious high school teacher, and a 
lipstick-loving fly fisherman. 
 
For Kranes, part of a writer’s task is finding the right container—a play, a novel, a sonnet— for 
the work. In The Legend’s Daughter, he places characters and landscapes into short stories: 
spaces where they struggle, argue, love, contemplate, morn, and celebrate. Kranes chose the 
container for this collection wisely. The experience, for the reader, feels anything but 
contained. 
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More Praise for The Legend’s Daughter  

"There's something to be said about a writer whose style is easily recognized, whose voice 
stands out, whose stories are readily identified. What's remarkable about David Kranes's 
writing and these stories, though, is that each story stands out on its own merit, while every 
story is well crafted and conceived. Nothing one-dimensional about his people, nothing one 
dimensional about his prose, either." 
—ForeWord Reviews, Summer 2013 

“From rainbow trout jumping in the Salmon River to watering holes on the edge of McCall 
Lake, each of the ten stories in author and playwright David Kranes’s The Legend’s 
Daughter transports the reader to the wilderness of Eastern Idaho. While Kranes renders a 
common setting in each story, the collection is not simply a detailed portrait of Idaho, but an 
examination of the lives of restless people seeking to escape from their lives and find peace.” 
—ZYZZYVA 

“David Kranes has given us ten stories, entirely various, often splendid, sometimes hilarious, 
or heartbreaking, about contemporary settlers who migrate into hideout enclaves they find in 
the river valleys of central Idaho. They’re seeking varieties of emotional connection to nature 
and/or one another, and to sources of pride. Our luck in the West continues. We keep getting 
these terrific books.” 
—William Kittredge, author of Hole in the Sky and The Willow Field 

“In these times of human disconnection—from one another, from the places in which we live – 
The Legend’s Daughter lassoes us with the delicate tether of David Kranes’ multiple gifts and 
brings us home. He is a story-teller and an elegant craftsman. And with this line, “To develop 
an appetite for the impossible,” he is a teacher asking us to remember what truly matters.” 
—Mary Sojourner, author of Solace: Rituals of Loss and Desire 

“These Idaho stories are vintage David Kranes.  He, more than any other writer, is the one 
whose work spurs me to reconsider what fiction can do. He uses language like a knife and the 
worlds in his stories come off the page at me.  We haven’t seen this Idaho before.  I’m thrilled 
to have these new stories, every one of them provocative, riveting, and robust.” 
—Ron Carlson, author of The Signal 

“Kranes, a highly-heralded and accomplished playwright, holds the stylus over his unruly 
characters, each with their varied attributes, and allows them to reach and gather their own 
filaments and settle there in Idaho…or recognize their deficiencies and flee. He does this 
mostly through dialogue. Rich. Raw. Real words spoken with no hesitation from vulnerable 
people.” 
—15 Bytes 
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About the Author 

David Kranes is a prolific playwright and author of two volumes of 

short stories and seven novels. His 2001 novel, The National Tree, 

was adapted for television and aired on the Hallmark channel in 

November 2009. His short fiction has won literary prizes and has 

appeared in such magazines as Esquire, Ploughshares, and 

Transatlantic Review. Over 50 of his plays have been performed in 

New York and across the U.S., and his radio plays have been 

performed in the U.S., Canada, and abroad. The opera, Orpheus Lex, 

for which David Kranes wrote the libretto, was performed at New 

York City’s Symphony Space in February 2010. His volume of 

Selected Plays was published in August of 2011. A new play, The 

Last Word, developed at NYC’s Lark Theater, was recently given a 

staged reading at Salt Lake Acting Company. In his second (or is it 

third?) life, Mr. Kranes travels and consults the casino industry. 

 

Get to know David Kranes: 

Visit DavidKranes.com 

Read a profile in Continuum: ow.ly/m9XgV 

Listen to an interview on RadioWest: ow.ly/nRSNH 

Read a feature in the Salt Lake Tribune: ow.ly/m9Y4q 

 

 

About Torrey House Press 

 Headquartered in Salt Lake City and Torrey, Utah, Torrey House Press is an 

independent book publisher of fiction and nonfiction about the environment, 

people, cultures, and resource management issues relating to America’s wild 

places. Torrey House Press endeavors to increase appreciation 

for the importance of natural landscape through the power of 

pen and story. Through the 2% to the West program, Torrey House Press 

donates two percent of sales to not-for-profit environmental organizations and 

funds a scholarship for up-and-coming writers at colleges throughout the West. 
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