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Announcing the November publication of  
The Ordinary Truth 

By Jana Richman 
 

A Booklist starred review selection 
 

Award-winning author Jana Richman brings us an emotional journey of love, loss, and family. 

It is not often that a novel of literary fiction incorporates the complexities of a specific, current and 

controversial issue, but Jana Richman’s The Ordinary Truth does just 

that, with astounding insight and a captivating, heartrending narrative.  

The recently proposed Nevada pipeline, which would pump water from 

the desert valleys of Eastern Nevada and Western Utah to Las Vegas, 

is a component of conflict in the novel. For the Jorgenson family and 

the close-knit Spring Valley community, the pipeline would mean the 

end of their cherished ranching lifestyles. When Kate Jorgenson 

becomes a spokesperson for the Southern Nevada Water Authority and 

defends the creation of the pipeline, her already-damaged relationship 

with her mother, Nell, seems beyond repair.   

In The Ordinary Truth, award-winning author Jana Richman provides 

readers with numerous lenses through which to view the pipeline 

proposal, reminding us all of the necessity of multiple ways of seeing.   

Three generations of strong-willed women—recent college graduate Cassie, rancher-turned-city-girl 

Kate, and gruff sharp-shooter Nell—show us through their acts of loving rebellion and misguided 

anger that there are no easy answers when it comes to water in the desert or women in mourning.  

Their stubborn perspectives on love, loss, and the pumping of precious water stir up conflicts which 

poignantly highlight the importance of hearing each other out: for the sake of our families, our 

communities, and wherever it is we call home.  
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About the Author 
 

Jana Richman, a sixth-generation Utahn, was born and raised in 

Utah’s west desert. She writes about issues that threaten to destroy 

the essence of the west: overpopulation, overdevelopment, rapidly 

dwindling water aquifers, stupidity, ignorance, arrogance and 

greed. She also writes about passion, beauty, and love. She is the 

author of the memoir, Riding in the Shadows of Saints: A Woman’s 

Story of Motorcycling the Mormon Trail, and the novel, The Last 

Cowgirl, winner of the Willa Award for contemporary fiction. She 

lives in Escalante, Utah, with her husband, writer and transpersonal therapist Steve Defa. 

Praise for The Ordinary Truth: 

“With tough women and sensitive men, desert-dry humor, hot-springs sensuality, heartbreaking 

secrets, escalating suspense, and a 360-degree perspective on the battle over water, Richman’s 

twenty-first-century western is riveting, wise, and compassionate.” 

— Donna Seaman, Booklist starred review 

“The Ordinary Truth tells a page-turner of a story about love and loyalty, loss and regret—and, 

ultimately, the stunning absolution of the simple truth. Richman writes . . . with the sure hand of a 

formidable storyteller.” 

—Stephen Trimble, author of Bargaining for Eden: The Fight for the Last Open Spaces in 

America 

 

“ . . . with a unique voice, Richman crystallizes how secrets and silences flow through the 

generations . . . with depth of characters, beauty of language, and a haunting understanding of the 

landscapes that define us.”  

—Jane Kirkpatrick, bestselling author of Where Lilacs Still Bloom.  

 

Praise for Jana Richman’s The Last Cowgirl: 

 

“Richman’s mastery of the emotional geography is illuminating and calls to mind the work of Pat 

Conroy.” —Kirkus Reviews 

 

“A warm story of good folks who make bad decisions and then have to live with them.”  

—Publishers Weekly 

 

“Readers will be irrevocably drawn into this top-notch fictional debut from an amazing new talent.” 

—Booklist 

 

“A bittersweet and redemptive story.” —Salt Lake Tribune 
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Reviews and Interviews 

Booklist starred review 

The Ely Times 

The Deseret News 

 

Jana Richman on the stories behind The Ordinary Truth 

I never know when or how the events and people I’m carrying within myself will find their way into 

my work, and the manifestation of those people and events in the work often surprises me. 

I’m drawn in my writing to the places where tension exists—relationships between lovers, 

relationships among family members, relationships with strangers, relationships to geographical 

places, conflicting needs, colliding values, that sort of thing.  I have been carrying the idea of a 

story about three generations of women from the same family for many years. I started toying with 

it in when I was writing plays during grad school at the University of Arizona in the early 90s, and 

then it finally coalesced in this book. 

I’m also drawn to the darker, everyday stories of life that people don’t often talk about, and I knew 

that motherhood could be one of those. We all hear about the joys of motherhood, but we never hear 

from those mothers who never embrace the role even after the child is born. Yet those mothers are 

out there, often struggling and often pretending to love motherhood. I was also curious to explore 

how a passionate relationship between a husband and wife might change when a child enters the 

scene. I know from extensive interviews with a therapist that jealousy within the threesome is not 

uncommon, and I wanted to dig into that. 

An event from my mother’s past also found its way into the book. She lost her father to an accident 

when she was thirteen, and I believe that single event changed the trajectory of her life in a drastic 

way and contributed to a pervasive state of sadness that she carried her entire life. I was interested 

in looking at how life gets shot off in unanticipated directions when something like that happens. 

So I initially started with those factors and elements—the seeds of the story. Then as I started to 

develop the characters and the relationships, the Southern Nevada Water Authority announced its 

plans to build a pipeline to pump water from the desert valleys of Eastern Nevada and Western Utah 

to Las Vegas.  

As much as I hate the idea of the pipeline, it is one of those juicy, complex issues that makes a good 

story, because the reality is this: it is not evil versus good, it is not black and white, there are no 

clear lines of good people versus bad people, and there are no easy answers. In fact, there may be no 

answers at all. 
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Readings and Book Signings 

 November 14 

The King’s English Bookshop, 7:00 PM, Salt Lake City, UT 

 November 30 

Back of Beyond Books, 7:00 PM, Moab, UT with Erica Olsen (Recapture) 

 February 2 

Dolly’s Bookstore, 3:00 PM, Park City, UT 

 February 2 

Weller Book Works, 7:00 PM, Salt Lake City, UT with Erica Olsen, Steven L. Peck, and 

Maximilian Werner 

 

Torrey House Women Write the West Tour 

with Erica Olsen (Recapture) and Barbara K. Richardson (Tributary) 

 March 4 

Between the Covers, Telluride, CO 

 March 5 

Maria’s Bookshop, 5:30 PM, Durango, CO 

 March 6 

Townie Books, 5:00 PM, Crested Butte, CO 

 

 

About Torrey House Press 

 Torrey House Press, based in Torrey and Salt Lake City, Utah, is an independent 

publisher of fiction and literary nonfiction. Torrey House titles range from historical to 

contemporary to futuristic, incorporating cultures both pioneering and ancient, and 

utilizing language as rich and varied as the landscape itself. A passion for place drives 

THP and its authors, and this passion manifests itself strongly in the striking prose and 

unexpected plots of each Torrey House title.  

 

By providing readers with good books, Torrey House seeks to increase 

appreciation for natural landscapes and foster awareness of many often-

overlooked environmental concerns.  Two percent of Torrey House sales are 

donated to not-for-profit environmental organizations supporting 

conservation in the West, home to so many of our nation’s public lands. 

Donations also fund a scholarship available to up-and-coming writers at 

western colleges.  
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