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GET UNREAL WITH THE SCHOLAR OF MOAB: WHERE RED ROCK PARADISE MEETS ITS MAKER 

Best Novel of 2011, Association for Mormon Letters 
Montaigne Medal Finalist, Eric Hoffer Awards 

Take one young intellect, and mix it with hunting, fishing, and hiking in the grand La Sal Mountains 

outside Moab, Utah; steep it in rural Mormon confidence; clap on a Ph.D. in ecology; and send it to 

Brigham Young University to teach the history and philosophy of biology, and what do you get? Steven 

L. Peck and his new novel The Scholar of Moab, a quirky, dark, and timely 

comedy that keeps you laughing and leaves you thinking. 

This is, after all, “The Mormon Moment,” as Time Magazine recently 

reported. Between presidential candidates and Broadway musicals, current 

fascination with all things Mormon could use a good work of fiction.  Peck 

explores magical realism while holding fast to truths of Utah’s wild places 

and Mormon culture. 

As a child, Peck cherished time with his family in the backcountry, from the 

Wind Rivers area of Wyoming to Moab’s red rock country and the La Sals. 

Work for the Forest Service came naturally to Peck after he dropped 

out of Grand County High School. With boundless curiosity and hours 

to hike on Southern Utah trails, Peck kept journals, which became the 

seeds of Scholar. 

Peck stresses that his novel’s place names, geography and Mormon 

culture are real, right down to the Jello mold salads, yet the tale itself 

is bigger than life. He has published scientific articles and won science 

fiction and poetry awards, but it is only as a novelist that Peck finds 

expression for the greatest mystery: the truths of self and the origins 

of consciousness.  

The three main characters in Peck’s Scholar speak for his alter egos: Hyrum Thayne, a Grand County 

High School dropout, searching for meaning in the laccolithic La Sal Range; poet Dora Tanner, decrying 

her baby’s alien abductors who remain at large; and William Babcock, a brilliant Oxford-educated 

scholar and one of a pair of conjoined twin cowboys. Questions of consciousness and contingency ride 

alongside as Hyrum, Dora, and William deliver a side of Moab you’ve never seen before. 
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Praise for The Scholar of Moab 

“The tongue-in-cheek shenanigans of the main characters are irresistibly funny and poignant 

at the same time…” 

—Phyllis Barber, author of And the Desert Shall Blossom  

 

“It’s satire of the best sort: biting what it loves, snuggling up to what it hates.” 

—Scott Abbott, Professor of Philosophy and Humanities, Director of Integrated Studies, Utah 

Valley University 

  

“Steven Peck has imagined a world ever-so-slightly tweaked from this real one, but—well, 

why wouldn’t conjoined twins have an independent consciousness, bumblebees be more 

dependent on faith than wings,  and Einstein sing German nursery rhymes?  The Scholar of 

Moab explores the otherworld of nature, imagination, and mind.”  

—Brooke Williams, author of Halflives: Reconciling Work and Wildness 

 

“Steven Peck is a gift to the literary world, and The Scholar of Moab is a delight to all the senses 

and to the imagination.” 

—Margaret Blair Young, author of Standing on the Promises 

 
 

What Reviewers Are Saying About The Scholar of Moab  
 

“The Scholar of Moab is a delightful, philosophical read…” 

— Rachel Helps, The Deseret News 

 

“Peck convincingly merges the genre of magical realism with American West fiction by invoking 

the power of personal testimony—not his own, but those of his characters through letters, journals, 

poetry, and interview transcripts. Using these disparate voices, Peck concocts a strange and 

tragicomic brew of naivety, philosophy, faith, discovery, and loss.” 

—Blair Hodges, By Common Consent 

 

“The Scholar of Moab is rich, nuanced, and complicated. It expects a lot of its readers, and I 

appreciate that there is a growing body of books out there by (but not only for) Mormons that are 

embracing these complexities.” 

—Shelah Books It 

 

“This easy touch does not obscure its heavy philosophical matter: the nature of consciousness and 

belief, the relationship between faith and science, the tension between persona and reality, the 

weight of secrets, the uncomfortable relation between various kinds of love.” 

—Pale Horse Blog 

 

“…a unique comedic novel…Peck presents a world that seems all too real in the 1970s. The Scholar 

of Moab is a choice addition to any general fiction collection.” 

—Midwest Book Review 
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About the Author 
An evolutionary ecologist at Brigham Young University, Steven L. Peck 

teaches the philosophy of biology. His scientific work has appeared in 

American Naturalist, Newsweek, Evolution, Trends in Ecology and Evolution, 

Biological Theory, Agriculture and Human Values, Biology & Philosophy. 

Steven also co-edited a volume on environmental stewardship. His creative 

works include a novel, The Gift of the King's Jeweler (2003 Covenant 

Communications). His poetry has appeared in Dialogue, Bellowing Ark, 

Irreantum, Red Rock Review and other magazines.  Peck was nominated for the 2011 Science 

Fiction Poetry Association’s Rhysling Award. Other awards include the Meyhew Short Story 

Contest, First Place at Warp and Weave, Honorable Mention in the 2011 Brookie and D.K. Brown 

Fiction Contest, and Second Place in the Eugene England Memorial Essay Contest.  Peck is a 

graduate of Moab’s Grand County High.  He lives in Pleasant Grove, Utah. 

Visit Steven’s website: www.scholarofmoab.com 

 

About Torrey House Press 

Torrey House Press is an independent publisher based in Torrey and Salt Lake 

City, Utah.  By crafting stories rooted in the land, history, people, and cultures of 

the American West and Colorado Plateau, THP authors are writing the new West.  

This distinctive genus of captivating tales ranges from historical to contemporary 

to futuristic, incorporating cultures both pioneering and ancient, and utilizing 

language as rich and varied as the landscape itself.  A passion for place drives THP and its authors, 

and this passion manifests itself strongly in the striking prose and unexpected plots of each Torrey 

House title. 

By providing readers with good books, Torrey House seeks to increase 

appreciation for western landscapes and foster awareness of many often-

overlooked environmental concerns.  Two percent of Torrey House sales are 

donated to not-for-profit environmental organizations.  Donations also fund a 

scholarship available to upcoming writers at western colleges.  
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