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A warning to us all that we will live or die by virtue of the stories we tell about ourselves, the Earth, 

and our true place within the web of life. 

This beautifully-written novel takes place during the latter part of westward 

expansion and chronicles the lives (and deaths) of the Wood family.  

Preston and Sara Wood must flee Arizona when they, along with Sara's 

parents and little brother Jasper, unwittingly get caught up in the plunder 

and sale of American Indian corpses and artifacts.  

Crooked Creek is both an old-time adventure story of the West, and a 

wakeup call for present-day readers.  Set for the most part in Heber Valley, 

Utah, the novel addresses the importance of preservation and respect—of both the environment and 

indigenous peoples.  The novel starkly brings to light the realities of death, capturing both its 

heartbreak and its inevitability within nature’s cycle.  Whether it is the cinder-orange butterflies 

which sip the blood from a dead man’s wound, or a trio of does dining on wild grass atop graves, 

human tragedy and trauma is portrayed through the larger lens of nature.   

It is the relationships these humans have with their surrounding environment that makes Crooked 

Creek a truly noteworthy novel.  The Wood family’s interactions with the natural world, so 

skillfully imbedded into the prose and into their lives, present readers with food for thought: how do 

we treat our surroundings?  As Preston’s son Cider states toward the end of the novel, “the land is 

what matters.”   

ISBN:  978-1-937226-00-8 / $15.95 / 186 pages / Trade Paperback / July 2011 
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Praise for Crooked Creek 
“Maximilian Werner is a fresh and grounded writer, a welcome and original new voice.” 

—Thomas McGuane, author of Driving on the Rim 

 

“Here in the deep measured prose of Max Werner is a western story, harsh and lush as the old world 

it depicts.  Crooked Creek shows again that one of the natural laws of the wilderness--along with 

wind and stone and animals and family -- is violence.  Just as wind and water shaped the stone, 

trouble shaped these men.  With its compelling, layered story, this rich book is a reader’s pleasure.” 

—Ron Carlson, author of The Signal 

 

“Max Werner’s Crooked Creek offers a haunting voyage into the past and into living landscapes 

sharpened by western light, resonating with the work of such authors as Cormac McCarthy and 

Wallace Stegner.” 

—George Handley, author of Home Waters: A Year of Recompenses on the Provo River 

 

 

What Reviewers Are Saying About Crooked Creek 

“In Crooked Creek [Werner] carefully crafts a story of terror, violence and despicable behavior, 

interlaced with true love of family, nature and respect for the things of the earth.”   

—Mike Whitmer, The Deseret News  

“Werner combines vivid character studies of fortune hunters and homesteaders with moments of 

brilliant tension. Along the way, he wrestles with the pirating of native artifacts, creating a potent 

allegory of lives haunted by the crimes of the past. At just 186 pages, Crooked Creek manages the 

richness of a novel with the impressionistic punch of a great short story.” 

—Scott Renshaw, Salt Lake City Weekly 

“Crooked Creek carries the title and image of a slow, lumbering stream of water. The story between 

its covers, by contrast, never meanders.” 

—Ben Fulton The Salt Lake Tribune 

 

“Maximilian Werner makes this brief account of three generations of Utah immigrants compelling 

for those of us who still dwell, inescapably, in the world they set in motion.”   

—Geoff Wichert, 15 Bytes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705388429/Crooked-Creek-cautionary-tale-of-love-and-wise-choices-in-1800s-Utah.html
http://www.cityweekly.net/utah/event-91965-maximilian-werner-crooked-creek.html
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/entertainment/53281874-81/werner-utah-creek-crooked.html.csp?page=1
http://artistsofutah.org/15bytes/11july/page5.html


About the Author 

Maximilian Werner is the author of Black River Dreams, a collection of literary fly 

fishing essays that won the 2008 Utah Arts Council's Original Writing Competition 

for Nonfiction.  Mr. Werner's poems, fiction, creative nonfiction, and essays have 

appeared in several journals and magazines, including Matter Journal: Edward 

Abbey Edition, Bright Lights Film Journal, The North American Review, ISLE, 

Weber Studies, Fly Rod and Reel, and Columbia.   He lives in Salt Lake City with 

his wife and two children and teaches writing at the University of Utah.  

Visit Maximilian’s website: www.maximilianwerner.wordpress.com 

 

 

About Torrey House Press 

Torrey House Press is an independent publisher based in Torrey and Salt Lake 

City, Utah.  By crafting stories rooted in the land, history, people, and cultures of 

the American West and Colorado Plateau, THP authors are writing the new West.  

This distinctive genus of captivating tales ranges from historical to contemporary 

to futuristic, incorporating cultures both pioneering and ancient, and utilizing 

language as rich and varied as the landscape itself.  A passion for place drives THP and its authors, 

and this passion manifests itself strongly in the striking prose and unexpected plots of each Torrey 

House title. 

By providing readers with good books, Torrey House seeks to increase 

appreciation for western landscapes and foster awareness of many often-

overlooked environmental concerns.  Two percent of Torrey House sales are 

donated to not-for-profit environmental organizations.  Donations also fund a 

scholarship available to upcoming writers at western colleges.  
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